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Letter to the Editor:
July 30, 1994
M rs. E lise Stephens, E ditor
H istoric H untsville Q uarterly
P.O. Box 786
H untsville, A labam a 35804
D ear Mrs. Stephens,
Thank you for the excellent sum m er edition o f the Q uarterly. Each article
is im portant and inform ative. T he variety o f the articles reflects the variety
o f the w ork done and to be done by the Foundation.
Perhaps your readers w ould like to know o f the Foundation's p art in the
preservation o f the A. G. P lum m er house, the subject o f Mr. G ary G riner's
excellent article entitled, "A. G. Plum m er, H ouse C arpenter.”
T he 1984 H H F B oard o f D irectors laughingly called them selves
"W atchdogs.” And w atchdogs they w ere, for that was the "Harrison
Brothers H ardw are" year and the 1-565 dem olition year. T here was great
concern for very old trees, houses and businesses that w ere in the w ay of
progress. W e w ere also aw are that the Church o f the N azarene needed
space for a church life center and that they w ere planning to have the
Plum m er house, w hich they ow ned, dem olished. As is often the case, the
Board only learned about the danger to the Plum m er house after the "deal
was done." B renda C ourtney, B oard M em ber, was asked to contact the
church and possible buyers, M r. and Mrs. Anthony O rton. Mr. and Mrs.
Orton w ere local antique dealers and M rs. Courtney knew o f their love for
"old and valuable things." T he O rtons w anted the house, the church
w anted the space, Mr. K ennedy w anted the house-m oving jo b and all was
well. T he Foundation w as happy to be the m atchm aker and very happy
that the house was SAVED!
This tim ely article also helps point to another project that was begun in
1984, but not yet com pleted. E fforts w ere started to organize a
preservation district for E ast H untsville. Perhaps now that energetic and
interested young couples, such as H eidi and R obert Contrell, live in the
district, the tim e is right to renew the effort to preserve the area.
Thank you again for your efforts to report and record history.

Freeda Brockway D arnell
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